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Dear Members of DOI’s Ocean and Coastal Community: 
 
In an ongoing effort to share ocean and coastal program related activities among bureaus, 
we continue to offer NewsWave, DOI’s Ocean and Coastal Newsletter. We welcome 
your input and feedback for future newsletters.  Please contact Leonard_Pace@fws.gov 
with any suggestions until January 31, afterwards contact Bret_Wolffe@fws.gov.  
 

QUICK LINKS 
 
This Month’s Stories: 
 

Resilience of the Chandeleur and Breton Barrier-Island Chain 

International Year of the Reef 2008 

MMS Issues Record of Decision on Offshore Alternative Energy 

Initial production inspection of Independence Hub 

Secrets of 200-year-old Shipwreck Intrigue MMS Archaeologists 

Upcoming Meetings 

U.S. Coral Reef Task Force Meeting 

Strategic Action Plan Workshop on Ocean and Coastal Mapping 

Ocean Education Workshop 

Salt Water Intrusion Meeting  

4th National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration 

 
Assessing the Resilience of a Vital Barrier-Island Chain, 
Chandeleur and Breton Islands, Louisiana: The 
Chandeleur and Breton Islands make up a north-south-
trending island chain and has undergone erosion and 
subsidence.  In 2006, the USGS collaborated with the 
University of New Orleans Pontchartrain Institute of 
Environmental Studies, and the Louisiana Coastal Area  
Ecosystem Restoration Science and Technology Program of 
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the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, to provide a new set of post-Katrina 
baseline bathymetric and topographic data and maps for all the sandy shorelines in 
Louisiana. In 2007, the same team of scientists added the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to their team. The scientists collected additional bathymetric and topographic data along 
the south half of the island chain and investigated the subsurface geology through 
geophysical surveys and subbottom sediment sampling. The 2007 bathymetric surveys 
are currently being processed and will be integrated with data from the 2006 surveys to 
develop a landmark database of sea-floor and subbottom information. The bathymetric 
data will allow the team to assess sediment budgets, including sediment-transport, 
sediment-distribution, and erosional patterns for the islands, and the integrated data will 
be used in models to project future trends for the islands. For more see: 
http://soundwaves.usgs.gov/  
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International Year of the Reef 2008: Recognizing that ten years after IYOR 97 there 
continues to be an urgent need to increase awareness and understanding of coral reefs, 
and to further conserve and manage valuable coral reef and 
associated ecosystems, the International Coral Reef 
Initiative designated 2008 as the International Year of the 
Reef (IYOR 2008).  IYOR 2008 will build on the over 225 
organizations in 50 countries and territories participating 
and numerous activities, initiatives and surveys launched and seeks to, “raise awareness 
about the value and importance of coral reefs and threats to their sustainability, and to 
motivate people to take action to protect them”. For more visit: http://www.iyor.org  
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MMS Issues Record of Decision on Offshore Alternative Energy and Alternate Use 
Program: The MMS has announced its decision on the Outer Continental Shelf 
Alternative Energy and Alternate Use Program.  The decision formally establishes the 
MMS Program and reinforces the agency’s intent to complete final programmatic 
regulations.  MMS adopted 52 best management practices to minimize potential adverse 
impacts of future projects. The decision also acknowledges the agency’s authority to 
consider, as appropriate, individual projects on a case-by-case basis before final 
regulations are completed.  “In making this decision, I applaud the agency’s thoughtful 
and comprehensive environmental evaluation of the potential impacts of establishing an 
alternative energy and alternate use program on the Outer Continental Shelf,” MMS 
Director Randall Luthi said.  
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Initial production inspection of Independence 
Hub: With more than 150 components to check and 
inspect, a team of MMS inspectors and a petroleum 
engineer recently completed an initial production 
inspection of the Independence Hub facility, a semi-
submersible platform located in 8,000 feet of water in 
the Gulf of Mexico. “Through our inspection 
program, MMS ensures that operators are producing 



the Nation’s oil and gas resources in a safe and environmentally sound manner,” said 
Lars Herbst, Gulf of Mexico Regional Director.  Independence Hub is the deepest 
production platform ever installed and also the world’s largest offshore natural gas 
processing facility.  
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Secrets of 200-year-old Shipwreck Intrigue MMS Archaeologists at Albuquerque 
Symposium: MMS archaeologists who have been investigating the site of a historic 
shipwreck in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico presented  preliminary findings at the 2008 
Society for Historical Archaeology Conference on Historical and Underwater 
Archaeology in January 2008 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The ship, dubbed the 
“Mardi Gras Shipwreck” by archaeologists after the pipeline where it was found, was 
discovered as a result of the permitting process for laying gas pipelines required by 
MMS. MMS marine archaeologist Dr. Chris Horrell noted this was the “deepest 
archaeological excavation ever conducted,  and presented a wealth of information about 
the maritime history and archaeology of the Gulf of Mexico.”   
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Upcoming Meetings Around the Nation 
 
U.S. Coral Reef Task Force Meeting: February 26-29, Baird Auditorium, Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History - Washington, DC. Marking ten years of collaborative 
research, management, and conservation of coral reef ecosystems the USCRTF will 
assess their collective efforts and accomplishments, highlight remaining needs and 
challenges, and begin to develop a foundation for a renewed commitment to action.   

^Top of Page^ 
 
Strategic Action Plan Workshop on Ocean and Coastal Mapping: February 26-28,  
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. The Interagency Working Group on Ocean and Coastal Mapping  is 
hosting a workshop to support the development of a National Ocean and Coastal 
Mapping Strategic Action Plan which will address Ocean and Coastal Mapping issues 
and recommendations.  The workshop will bring together key individuals from federal 
agencies, non-federal partners and stakeholders to frame a Strategic Action Plan designed 
to expand, improve and/or develop (a) coordination and partnerships; (b) data collection, 
availability, dissemination, interoperability, and standardization; and (c) products and 
tools required of ocean and coastal geospatial data users.   
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Ocean Education Workshop: March 25-26, Quincy Marriot Hotel - Boston, 
Massachusetts.  National Park Service staff is conducting a two-day workshop focused on 
interpreting critical natural resource issues related to ocean education. Invited speakers 
will share effective interpretive programming, partnership strategies, and examples of 
integrating research into interpretive programs for the public.  Featured programs include: 
Channel Islands Live (http://chil.vcoe.org/); junior ranger programs on cruise ships 
within Glacier Bay; strategies for establishing and communicating about Marine 
Protected Areas; and cultural history case studies.  This training is provided by the 



Natural Resource Program Center and participants will be able to apply through DOI 
Learn. Contact: Lynne Murdock, NRPC Interpretive Liaison, 202-513-7195 
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20th Salt Water Intrusion Meeting: June 23-27, Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club - 
Naples, Florida, USA http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/SWIM. The purpose of the meeting is 
to provide a forum for scientists, engineers, water resource managers, and planners to 
share their research, ideas, and recommendations. Meeting topics include: field studies of 
saltwater intrusion; geochemistry; geophysics; management of coastal aquifers; 
submarine groundwater discharge; optimization modeling; effects of sea level rise and 
climate change.  Papers must be submitted online via the meeting web site no later than 
February 1. Registration early deadline is March 7, fees increase afterwards. 
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4th National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration: October 11-
15 at the Rhode Island Convention Center in Providence, RI. The Conference will bring 
national attention to the challenges and opportunities to comprehensive coastal ecosystem 
restoration throughout the US. Habitat restoration at all scales is essential to the very 
fabric of our lives - the social, economic and ecological well being of humans in the 
coastal landscape. Proposals are due January 31. Download information or submit a 
proposal online, at http://www.program.estuaries.org. 
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Many thanks to Leonard Pace, our Sea Grant Fellow, for developing the newsletter this 
past year.  Leonard is moving on to new challenges and we wish him well.  Bret Wolffe, 
a new Sea Grant Fellow will be joining us in February.  He will take over duties as the 
NewsWave editor.  Welcome Bret. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kameran Onley     Chris Kearney 
Assistant Deputy Secretary    Deputy Assistant Secretary 
 


